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PAYETTE SWCD HIRES DISTRICT MANAGER
Hello Everyone! I would like to
introduce myself and extend an
invitation to you all to come by the
office to meet in person. My name
is Mary Rosen and I am originally
from Southern Idaho. I have a diverse background including managing projects for salmon recovery, implementation of best management practices on agricultural
land, writing and managing grants,
and conservation information and
education. I consider myself a generalist when it comes to Natural
Resources. I am not an expert on
any one discipline but have gained
a great deal of knowledge on many
different topics through my education and experience. I have
worked for Conservation District’s
in Idaho and Washington.
I recently moved back to Idaho
from Washington and I am so glad
to be back! The priority with the
PSWCD Board of Supervisors after

Check out our website
www.payetteswcd.org

I arrived was to start the grant
writing process and I am happy to
announce that our proposal to the
State General Fund Agricultural
Program was chosen for funding.
Information on the funding is in
the next article. I am excited to be
here at PSWCD and my goal is to
assist the board of supervisors in
carrying out their mission. I look
forward to working on building
new partnerships and working
with current ones to bring assistance to landowners on issues of
concern in the County. I encourage
you to let me know if you have a
projects in mind that may benefit
water quality or quantity, soil
health, conservation education,
etc. Also, we do have the need for a
few volunteers. If you would be
interested, please give me a call or
come by the office to discuss
further.

PSWCD Board meetings are open
to the public and we encourage
you to attend one of our board
meetings to learn more about conservation districts and the important work we do. Meetings are
held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 11:30 am. Meeting
location is Salsa Grill 501 N 16th
St., Ste. 101- right by our office!
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PAYETTE COUNTY WATERSHED
A watershed is defined as
the land area that channels
rainfall and snowmelt to
creeks, streams, and rivers,
and eventually to outflow
points such as reservoirs,
bays, and the ocean.
In Payette County, Big Willow and Little Willow Creek
both drain into the Payette
River and the Payette River
then drains into the Snake
River. Hydrology of the river
is complex, with numerous
irrigation water withdrawal

and return drains dominating flows.
The watershed within
Payette County contains approximately 181,033 acres.
According to the 2017 US
census the population in
Payette County is 23,215.
Land use in the watershed is
primarily agriculture, including irrigated cropland and
pasture, and upland grazing.
Average annual precipitation
is 11.15”.

CHECK THIS OUT!
National Geographic’s Water Footprint Calculator:
We live in a watery world, with the average American
lifestyle fueled by nearly 2,000 gallons of H20 a day.
http://www.watercalculator.org

Reservoirs

Snake River
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2018 SOIL HEALTH SYMPOSIUM
I attended my first Soil Health
Symposium in February and I was
very impressed! The keynote
speaker was David R. Montgomery, Professor of Earth and Space
Sciences at the University of
Washington in Seattle. Mr. Montgomery is the author of several
books including, "Dirt: The Erosion of Civilizations" and his most
recent work, "Growing A Revolution: Bringing Our Soil Back to
Life” which was the topic of much
of his presentation. He discussed
farmers who had restored fertility to degraded land. He presented
information on both history and
science and talked about his visits
to farms in North and South Dakota, site of the famous Dust
Bowl, as well as Ohio, Pennsylvania, Africa and Costa Rica. These
farmers use technology ranging
from hand-powered machetes to

enormous modern no-till seeding
machinery. Seeing approaches
that worked in very different situations, Montgomery sought out the
common ground for building fertile soil as a consequence of farming. He went on to discuss practices that he and his wife have implemented on their own small lot in
Seattle to build their soil which
was void of any organic life at all,
now it grows and supplies vegetables for the entire neighborhood
and then some. You can find more
information on David Montgomery
at: www.dig2grow.com. Other
speakers and topics included,
Shawn Nield, NRCS Soil Scientist,
“Soil Science & Soil Health Assessment”, Olga Walsh, Agronomist
and Extension Specialist, U of I,
“Cover Crops for Improved Soil
Health in Silage Corn Cropping Systems in Idaho”, Joel Packham, U of I

Extension Educator, “Adopting
Cover Crops for Soil Health & Grazing in Irrigated Cropping Systems
in Southern Idaho”, Steve Campbell, Livestock Producer, “Soil,
Plant, Animal, and Human Health”.
There was also a panel of local and
federal employees who spoke
about possible funding sources to
assist with improving soil health
on small acreages and larger
farms. The Symposium wrapped
up with a local livestock producer
panel, which use their cattle and
cover crops to build their soils
health.
Please watch for our fall newsletter and check our website for information on the upcoming 2019
Soil Health Symposium. We hope
you will join us!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Visit us our website
www. Payetteswcd.org

MIDDLE SNAKE-PAYETTE CLEAN WATER PROJECT
In the 2017 session, the Idaho Legislature appropriated an ongoing $500,000 from the general fund to the
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to implement agricultural best management practices
(BMPs) in high-priority watersheds throughout Idaho. The Payette River is a high priority watershed.
Payette SWCD’s grant application was chosen for funding. The Middle Snake-Payette Clean Water Project
pays up to 65% of the project’s total cost. We have dedicated funding to projects already; however we
still have some cost share available. If you are interested in a project for your property and can install the
practices by next spring, please give me a call.
We will also be submitting new grant applications for funding so check with us anytime about the current
funding availability.
Mary Rosen: (208) 642-6129.
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